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EDUCATION 

McGill University 
Montreal, Quebec 
Doctor of Philosophy                                                                          
Communication Studies                                                                 
Dissertation title: “Leaving out of Babylon, into whose father’s land? The Ethiopian Perception 
of the Repatriated Rastafari”  
Supervisor: Dr. Jonathan Sterne                                                     

Concordia University 
Montreal, Quebec 
Graduate Diploma in Communication Studies                                               
First Class honours                                                      

University of Toronto 
Toronto, Ontario 
Master of Arts                                                                                    
English Literature, Honours 

McGill University 
Montreal, Quebec 
Bachelor of Arts, First Class honours                                                         
English Literature 

LANGUAGES 

Native proficiency: English 

Professional working proficiency: French 

Limited working proficiency: Spanish 

Elementary proficiency: Amharic, German, Jameikan, Kreyol 

AWARDS RECEIVED 

Bob Ward Fellowship 2013: $25,000 

SSHRC Post Doctoral Fellow – Awarded 2011: $41,200 

McGill SSHRC Internal Fellowship 2008: $3000 

SSHRC Doctoral Fellow 2006-2008: $40,000 

University of Toronto Tuition Subsidy Award 1999-2000: $1600 

McGill Unversity Principal’s Honour Roll 1999 

Dean’s Honour List 1997 

Ontario Scholar $150 

PUBLICATIONS, CONFERENCES, AND MEDIA 

MONOGRAPHS 

Visions of Zion: Ethiopians and Rastafari in the Search for the Promised Land. NYU Press, 2014. 

Sept 2004 – Nov 2009 

Sept 2000 – June 2001 

Sept 1999 – July 2000 

Sept 1995 – June 1999 



 

Pioneers in Caribbean Disaster Information Management. Co-author with Beverley Lashley. 
Caribbean Disaster Information Network, University of the West Indies, 2003.  

EDITED WORKS 

Beyond Homophobia: Centring LGBT Experiences in the Caribbean. Co-editor with Moji 
Anderson. Under review, UWI Press.  

Let Us Start With Africa: Honouring Rastafari Scholarship. Co-editor with Jahlani Niaah. UWI 
Press, 2013. 

Caribbean Quarterly. Special Issue on Rastafari. Co-editor with Jahlani Niaah. Summer 2013. 

CREATIVE DIRECTION 

King Jammy’s. Editorial and creative director. ECW Press, 2002.  

ARTICLES 

“Confronting Culture and Identity: The Jamaica Biennial 2017.” Jamaica Journal Forthcoming. 
2017.  

“Notes on a Branding: Subject and Object in Brand Jamaica.” Co-author with Moji Anderson. 
Social and Economic Studies Vol. 66: 1&2: 2017: 79-101. 

“‘The Only Good System is a Sound System’: The Dub Riddim Revival in Kingston.” Dancecult: 
Journal of Electronic Dance Music Culture Vol 7: 2. 2015. 

“Identity and Image: The Jamaica Biennial 2014.” Jamaica Journal Vol 35: 3. 2015.  

“Repatriation in translation: An interview with Giulia Bonacci.” Jamaica Journal Vol 35:1-2. 2014. 
76-77. 

“My Own Private Television.” Flow: A Critical Forum on Television and Media Culture University 
of Texas, December 17, Vol 1:6. 2004. http://flowtv.org/2004/12/my-own-private-tv/ 

“The Euclidean Body in James Joyce’s Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man.” In-Between: Essays 
and Studies in Literary Criticism Fall, Vol 10:3. 2003. 83–96.  

BOOK CHAPTERS  

“'The ‘Sleng Teng’ dominate bad, bad': Understanding Jamaica’s 'computerized' riddim craze.” 
Dancehall Reggae Reader, (UWI Press), forthcoming, 2018. 

“Citizenship, Rastafari and Ethiopia.” In Exploring Rastafari Livity, (Routledge/Taylor & 
Francis), forthcoming, 2018. 

“Christianity and the King, Matrimony and Marijuana: The Unresolved Ethiopian Relationship 
with Rastafari.” In Ethiopian Images of Self and Other. Ed. Felix Girke. Wittenberg: Schriften des 
Zentrums für Interdisziplinäre Regionalstudien (Universitätsverlag, Martin-Luther-Universität 
Halle-Wittenberg), 2014.  

“Space in and around Shashemene: Rastafari in Ethiopia.” In Back to Africa. Ed. Kwesi Kwaa 
Prah. Johannesburg, South Africa: CASAS, 2012. 407–36.  

“Water Development Projects and Cultural Citizenship: Rastafari Engagement with the Oromo 
in Shashamane, Ethiopia.” In Rastafari in the New Millennium, Michael Barnett, ed. Syracuse, 
NY: Syracuse University Press, 2012. 89–103.  

“Desperately Seeking Brenda: Writing the Self in Six Feet Under.” In Reading Six Feet Under, Kim 
Akass and Janet Mccabe, eds. London: I.B. Tauris & Company, 2005. 135–47.  

 

REPORTS  



 

Ongoing: “Using Team Communication Tool SLACK in the Cégep English Classroom”, 
Association for the Educational Application of Computer Technology at the Post-Secondary 
Level (APOP), 2017. 

“Lead For Change.” Reports to partners for Uniterra (WUSC and CECI), Montreal 2017. 

“Final Report: International Youth Internship Program.” Written for Cuso International and 
Global Affairs Canada, Montreal 2017. 

“Annual Report: International Youth Internship Program.” Written for Cuso International and 
Global Affairs Canada, Montreal 2016. 

“Developing an improved Monitoring, Evaluation, Accountability and Learning System for Cuso 
International.” Written for Cuso International, Costa Rica, 2014 and updated in 2015.  

“Diasporas for Development: Feedback from Jamaica and Ethiopia.” Written for Cuso 
International, Accenture and USAID, Kingston, Jamaica, 2014. 

“Assuring Gender Mainstreaming: A Way Forward for Cuso International in Jamaica.” Funded 
by Cuso International, Kingston, Jamaica, 2013.  

“Youth Access to Justice in Jamaica: Report to Cuso Interational.” Written for Cuso 
International, Kingston, Jamaica, 2012. 

“Youth Entrepreneurship Programming: Report to Cuso Interational.” Written for Cuso 
International, Kingston, Jamaica, 2012. 

“Online Teaching: A Study of the Implications for the English Department at Vanier College.” 
Funded by Faculty of Technologies, Vanier College, Montreal. 2006. 

REVIEWS 

“Review: C. Bateman and A.Fingers. 2016. In Fine Style: The Dancehall Art of Wilfred Limonious.” 
In Volume! June 2017. 

“Review: Stanley-Niaah, Sonjah. 2010. DanceHall: From Slave Ship to Ghetto.” In Small Axe Salon, 
April 29: Vol 4. 2011. http://smallaxe.net/wordpress3/reviews/2011/04/29/beyond-boundaries-
sonjah-stanley-niaah’s-dancehall/ 

“Review: Price, Charles. 2009. Becoming Rasta: Origins of Rastafari identity in Jamaica.” In Social 
Anthropology/Anthropologie sociale. May, Vol 19:2. 2011. 29–30.  

RECENT JOURNALISM 

“‘That Story Keeps on Repeating Itself’: An Interview with Kei Miller.” Hazlitt. October 2017. 

“Sweet Reggae Music Pon di Attack: A History of Soundclash” with Joshua Chamberlain. Redbull 
Music Academy Daily. October 2016. 

“Anti-Everything: The Culture of Resistance Behind Rihanna’s Latest Album.” NPR Music. 9 
February 2016.  

“Nice'n'easy listening: why Jamaica loves Celine Dion and Air Supply.” Guardian (UK) 15 May 
2015. Nominated for Caribbean Tourism Organization’s Caribbean Travel Award for Best 
Feature in an International Media Outlet. 

“How Magic!'s Canadian reggae won over Jamaica.” Rolling Stone 18 March 2015. 

“All about the bass: Jamaican sound system culture.” Guardian (UK) 2 October 2014. 

“Boy Better Know and the strategy of sound clash.” Wondering Sound 11 September 2014. 

“Dominica will take your breath away.” Montreal Gazette 22 October 2012. Won Caribbean 
Tourism Organization’s Caribbean Travel Award for Best Online Feature 2012.  

“Playlist.” Guardian (UK), regular bi-weekly column of reggae, dancehall, and soca music from 
the Caribbean and worldwide. 



 

CONFERENCE ORGANIZATION 

Co-Conference Chair and Co-founder, Beyond Homophobia: Centring LBGT Experiences in the 
Caribbean, 2017 
Conference Organizing Committee, Imagine Kingston Conference, 2017 
Conference Organizing Committee, International Stuart Hall Conference 2017 
Co-Symposium Chair, Beyond Homophobia: Exploring Identities and Sexualities in Jamaica, 
2016 
Conference Organizing Committee, Reggae Studies Conference 2015 
Conference Organizing Committee, Rastafari Studies Conference 2010, 2012  
 
INVITED CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

2017 – Imagine Kingston Conference, Kingston, Jamaica. “‘It’s not like I’m some god damn 
tourist”: White Foreigners, Journalism, Positionality and Imagining Kingston.” 

2017 – Stuart Hall Conference, Kingston, Jamaica. “Cultural Studies in the High School 
Classroom: Decoding Stuart Hall with Teenagers.”  

2017 – Reggae Studies Conference, Kingston, Jamaica. “Fake Patwa: Listening to Drake, 
Listening to Toronto.”  

2016 – 41st Caribbean Studies Conference. Port-au-Prince, Haiti. “Queering Carnival: Soca and 
Safe Spaces in Jamaica.” 

2016 – Pop Conference: From a Whisper to a Scream: The Voice in Music. Experience Music 
Project, Seattle. “Soundsystem culture in Jamaica: Still the voice of the people?.” 

2015 – 19th International Ethiopian Studies Conference. Warsaw University, Warsaw, Poland. 
“ET in JA: Representations of Ethiopian faith and culture in Jamaica.” 

2015 – Brand Jamaica Symposium. University of the West Indies, Mona Campus. Co-presenter 
with Moji Anderson: “Back to the Brand: Inequality and Alienation through ‘Brand Jamaica’.” 

2015 – 40th Caribbean Studies Conference. New Orleans, Louisiana. “Rastafari and Repatriation: 
Caribbean Migration and Ethiopian Identity.” 

2015 – Pop Conference: Music, Weirdness and Identity. Experience Music Project, Seattle. 
“Queering Carnival: Soca and Safe Spaces in Jamaica.” 

2014 – Pop Conference: Music and Mobility. Experience Music Project, Seattle. “Versioning 
Rastafari: Ethiopian Reggae.” 

2014 – Association for Applied Anthropology Conference. University of New Mexico. 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. Co-presenter with Moji Anderson: “Pura vida?: Marginalizing Racial 
Diversity in Costa Rica’s Tourist Industry.” 

2013 – Rastafari Studies Conference. University of the West Indies, Mona. Kingston, Jamaica. 
Presenter: “Christianity and the King, Marriage and Marijuana: Ethiopians and Rastafari.” 

2013 – International Reggae Studies Conference. University of the West Indies, Mona. Kingston, 
Jamaica. Presenter: “Versioning Rastafari: Ethiopian Reggae.” 

2012 – 18th International Ethiopian Studies Conference, Dire Dawa, Ethiopia. Presenter: “Back 
From Zion: Jamaican Repatriates in Jamaica.” Conference papers to be published as a volume. 

2012 – Pop Conference: Sound and the City. NYU, New York. Presenter: “‘Layers and layers of 
not-so-dope synths’: Listening to the Music of Addis Ababa.” 

2011 – Pop Conference: Music and Money. UCLA, California. Panel Organizer: “Selling Jamaica.” 
Presenter: “Major Lazer, Major Money? Dancehall’s Relationship between Yard and Foreign.”  

2010 – Back to Africa: African-American and West Indian Returnees and their Communities 
(18th–21st Century). Centre for Advanced Studies in African Society. Johannesburg, South 



 

Africa. Presenter: “Space In/And Shashemene: Rastafari in Ethiopia.” Conference papers 
published as a volume by CASAS.  

2010 – Negotiating the African Presence: Rastafari Studies Conference. University of the West 
Indies, Mona. Kingston, Jamaica. Presenter: “Versioning Rastafari: Images of Rastafari in 
Ethiopian Music and Art.”  

2009 – 17th International Ethiopian Studies Conference. Addis Ababa University. Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia. Presenter: “Leaving out of Babylon, into whose Father’s Land? The Ethiopian 
Perception of the Repatriated Rastafari.” 

2008 – ACS Crossroads in Cultural Studies. University of the West Indies, Mona. Kingston, 
Jamaica. Presenter: “Development and Cultural Citizenship: The Rastafari in Ethiopia at the 
Turn of the Millennium.” 

2008 – Pop Conference: Music and Conflict. Experience Music Project, Seattle. Presenter: “Ring 
the Alarm: Is it Game Over for the Sound Clash?” 

2007 – Towards an Africa Without Borders: From Theory to Practice. Durban University of 
Technology, Durban, South Africa. Presenter: “’Hello Mama Africa inna Kingston’: The Pan-
African / Local Consciousness of Bobo Ashanti Dancehall Artists.”  

2007 – Pop Conference: Music and Place. Experience Music Project, Seattle. Presenter with Dave 
Stelfox: "‘Screwing up the world’: Hip Hop Slows Down And Makes Do In Houston, Texas"  

2005 – Global Linkages: Rethinking Literature and Violence, University of Montreal. Presenter: 
“’That crap won’t be tolerated over here’: The Problem with Homophobia, Dancehall and 
Globalization.” 

2004 – Quality American Television: An International Conference, Trinity College, Dublin. 
Presenter: “Desperately Seeking Brenda: Writing the Self in Six Feet Under.” 

2001 – Symposium on the Body, University of Toronto, Scarborough Campus. Presenter: “’I’d 
rather be a cyborg than a goddess’: The Potential of Cyborg Bodies in Cyberpunk Science 
Fiction.”  

2000 – Toni Morrison Conference, University of Toronto, King’s College Campus. Presenter: 
“What Kind of Heaven? Toni Morrison’s Paradise.” 

FILMS    

2001 – Coming Home. 16mm B&W Silent. Concordia Diploma Film and Video Festival. 

2000 – Binary Existence. Digital Video. Concordia Diploma Film and Video Festival 

APPOINTMENTS AND TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

Institute of Caribbean Studies,  
University of the West Indies 
Mona, Jamaica 
 
Postdoctoral Fellow 2011-2012. 
Course assisted: 
CLTR3518 Rastafari in the Global Context  
 
Assistant Professor (Lecturer) 2014-2015 
CLTR 2518 Introduction to Rastafari 
CLTR 2018 Caribbean Folk Philosophy 
CLTR 3518 Rastafari in the Global Context 
CLTR 3018 African Religious Retentions 
Graduate Caribbean Cultural Studies Seminar Series – Organizer and Facilitator 
 

Aug 2011 – August 2015 



 

Vanier College 
St. Laurent, Quebec 
Instructor/Lecturer. 
Courses taught: 
603-101-31 Literature and Composition 
603-101-33 Effective Reading and Writing  
603-102-45 Caribbean Literature 
603-103-52 Multiculturalism and Canadian Identity in Contemporary Canadian Literature and 
Film  
603-102-34 Cyberpunk Science Fiction and Film 
603-102-44 Communicating Romanticism 
603-HSE-05 Reading Television 
412-HTC-VA Workforce Integration and Career Orientation. 
 
 

McGill University 
Montreal, Quebec 
Teaching Assistant.  
COMS 200 - History of Communication. 
 
 

Afrika Beza College 
Shashemene, Ethiopia 
English language instructor. 
 

University of Toronto 
Toronto, Ontario  
Teaching assistant. 
Children’s Literature and Popular Culture. 
 

Demos Langues 
Paris, France 
English language instructor.  
 

GRADUATE SUPERVISION 

University of the West Indies, Mona Campus 
Advisor 
O’Neill Lawrence, MPhil, “The Exotic, the Erotic and the National: The Black male body in the 
photographs of Archie Lindo.” (November 2014)  
Shavane Daley, MA, “Pay for Play: An investigation into the impact of the payola system on the 
music and broadcast industry In Jamaica.” (June 2016) 
Cecile-Maye Hemmings, MPhil, “Early reading books and Jamaican identity: Re-visiting a 
postcolonial perspective.” (July 2016) 
 
Reader 
Sonia Graham, MPhil. “Beyond the classroom – an ethnographic study of students' use of non-
academic school spaces in two high schools in Western Jamaica.” (July 2015) 

ACADEMIC SERVICE 

Journals and Publications 
Managing Editor, Jamaican Music Series, University of the West Indies Press 
Manuscript reviewer, University of the West Indies Press 

   May 2001 – Present 

Sept 2008 – Jan 2009 

        May 2007 – Aug 2007 

           Jan 2000 – May 2000  

          May 1998 – August 1998 



 

Manuscript reviewer, Cambridge University Press 
Reviewer, Dancecult 
Reviewer, Journal of West Indian History 
Reviewer, Small Axe 
Reviewer, Souls 
Reviewer, TOPIA 
 
University of the West Indies 
Course Review Committee, Humanities and Education 2014-2015 
Acting Head of Department, July 2015 
Graduate Seminar Organizer, 2014-2015 
 
Vanier College 
Virtual Team Teaching, Participant with Cégep de Jonquière and Cégep de Saint-Félicien, 2017 
Assistant Coordinator, English Department 2006-2008 
Consultant to International Educational Cooperation committee 2008-2011 
New Teacher Orientation Research and Recommendations 2010 
Co-Founder of Black Studies Program 2010 
 

ADDITIONAL WRITING AND EDITORIAL WORK 

2004-Present: Freelance writer on popular music and culture. Freelance writing assignments 
include pieces for the New York Times, Guardian, Rolling Stone, DeadSpin.com, NPR, Toronto 
Star, Cult Montreal, Montreal Gazette, Pitchfork Media, The Beat, Songlines, The Wire, 
LargeUp.com and Fader.  

2003-2011 University of the West Indies Press – Copy editor, proofreader, fact checker, reviewer. 
Projects include, but are not limited to, Obika Gray’s Demeaned but Empowered, Donna Hope’s 
Inna di Dancehall and Horace Levy’s edited collection The African-Caribbean World View and 
the Making of Caribbean society. 

2010: Caribbean Child Development Centre, University of the West Indies – Copy editor.  

2009: Sir Arthur Lewis Institute of Social and Economic Studies, University of the West Indies – 
Copy editor.  

2011-2012: Douglas Mental Health University Institute Research Centre – Editor and grant 
proposal consultant. 

2005-2009: Doctor’s Review – Contributing editor and travel writer, online and print 

2002-2003: Capital Magazine – Copy editor, fact checker 

2002-2003: SEED Magazine – Copy editor, fact checker 

2000: Shift Magazine – Fact checker, researcher, fashion writer  

OTHER EXPERIENCE 

Cuso International 
Kingston, Jamaica 
As the Monitoring and Evaluation Officer for Cuso International, Latin America and Caribbean 
Region, I reviewed monitoring and evaluation systems in the region and worked to develop a 
streamlined, regional strategy. This strategy is now being expanded to East and West Africa as 
well as South East Asia regions of the organization’s programming, and I am aiding this process 
as a consultant to the organization. I also engaged in evaluations of certain projects and 
initiatives relating to socio-economic inclusion for youth as well as access to justice for women 
and children and engaged in a review of Cuso’s fundraising and grant application systems. 

2004 –  August 2013 – September 2015   

–  Present   



 

Cuso International 
Kingston, Jamaica 
I was a Gender and Youth Development Programme advisor. My role was to conduct research 
that provided a rationale for Cuso’s programming in Jamaica and the wider Caribbean with a 
focus on access to justice, gender mainstreaming and youth entrepreneurship. 

Habitat for Humanity International 
Costa Rica, Guatemala, Guyana, Ethiopia, Kenya, Senegal 
I am a team leader for Habitat for Humanity and I have led fourteen international volunteer 
builds since 2005 including builds in Guatemala, Guyana, Kenya and Senegal as well as nine 
builds in Ethiopia. I also was a guest speaker at a Habitat for Humanity Global Village program 
conference in 2013, speaking about the dynamic between volunteers and communities. 

Mango Communications 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
I worked as a researcher and writer for a communications firm involved in the development of 
public service/information campaigns (broadcast and print) for dissemination throughout 
Ethiopia. My specific focus was on women’s issues, and I worked with other researchers to learn 
about the different cultural needs of various ethnic groups throughout Ethiopia so as to adapt 
media and communications to local needs. 

ECW Press 
Montréal, Québec 
I worked in various capacities at ECW, a medium sized publishing house in Montreal, Quebec. 
My job included overseeing production of particular book projects, acting as photo and image 
editor, recruiting and selecting designers and typesetters, writing promotional material, 
soliciting potential writers, and reviewing book proposals.  

COMMUNITY SERVICE  

Youth Opportunities Unlimited: I volunteered in Kingston, Jamaica, teaching inner-city high 
school graduates job search techniques as well as workplace integration and business 
communication skills. I also worked alongside the organization’s administrators to research and 
write grant proposals to fund additional youth-oriented initiatives.  

Vanier College Social Justice Committee: I worked with youth for the Social Justice Committee 
at Vanier College and developed a connection between our Social Justice group and a youth 
charity club in Shashemene, Ethiopia.  

UNESCO: I was part of a UNESCO youth consultation on arts in education. Our suggestions 
and ideas were included in an international report on arts and education, presented in Lisbon, 
Portugal in 2006.  

Campus Community Radio: I was the host of “PopTart”, a weekly college radio program, on 
CIUT in Toronto, focusing on pop culture and women’s issues. At CKUT Radio McGill I was a 
co-founder and host of “Venus”, a weekly music show showcasing music by women. I also was a 
member of the “Hersay” radio collective, hosting call-in shows dealing with women’s issues. As 
a fundraising initiative, I organized and publicized a sold-out benefit concert for the station 
featuring local artists and djs. In addition, I received training in various aspects of sound 
production.   

Nightline: I worked for two years at Nightline; McGill's listening, information and referral 
phone line. In preparation for this position I was involved in thirty hours of sensitivity training.  

McGill Students for Literacy: I was a senior member of McGill Students for Literacy's Youth at 
Risk program for two years, spending five hours a week planning and implementing a program 
for teenage girls at Shawbridge Youth Detention Centre. I was also involved in developing and 
facilitating a training program for aspiring volunteers.  

2004 –  July 2012 – August 2013 

–  Present   

2004 – Present   

Summer 2007  

Jan 2001 – Jan 2003 



 

REFERENCES 

Dr. Jonathan Sterne, Professor and James McGill Chair in Culture and Technology 
Department of Art History and Communication Studies, McGill University 
853 Sherbrooke St. W. 
Montréal, Quebec  H3A 2T6  jonathan.sterne@mcgill.ca 
 
Dr. Jennifer Burman, Associate Professor 
Department of Art History and Communication Studies, McGill University 
Montréal, Quebec  H3A 2T6 jenny.burman@mcgill.ca 
 
Dr. Kevin Yelvington, Professor 
Department of Anthropology, University of South Florida  
4202 East Fowler Ave  
SOC107  
Tampa, FL 33620-7200  yelvingt@usf.edu 
 


